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National
Day of
Prayer

Pastor Louis Murphy

Rededication
ceremony
of Pinellas
Technical
College

Eckerd College opened their doors to the Sand Against Racism Conference Thurs., April 23.

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — To
observe the National Day of
Prayer on May 7, there will
be a community gathering
at the Gibbs High School
gym, 850 34th St. S. at 6
p.m. Pastor Louis Murphy of
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church will
participate at the gathering
and would like to encourage
everyone in the community
to attend.
Murphy, along with
Seven x 7, organizes the
well-attended event locally,
and expects a strong
turnout this year. Many
churches will be participating from all over the community, Murphy said,
adding that there will also be
elected officials at the state
and local levels present.
Created in 1952, the National Day of Prayer invites
people of all faiths to pray for
the nation, and is an annual
observance held on the
first Thursday in May. According to the official National Day of Prayer website,
a call to prayer was issued as
far back as 1775, when the
Continental Congress asked
the colonies to pray for wisdom and guidance in forming a nation.
See PRAYER, page 3



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG Fox Hall at Eckerd College, 4200 54th Ave. S.,
had to open up a partition
as eager crowds from all
over the bay area came
out to be educated on the
reality of racism.
“I think that says a lot
about our community,”

said YWCA Tampa Bay
President
and
CEO
Lenice Emanuel.
Each year the YWCA
holds a Stand Against
Racism conference as part
of their national mission
community
to
build
among those who work
for racial justice and to
raise awareness about the
negative impact of institutional and structural

racism.
This year the packed
house was attributed to
the highly entertaining
and equally passionate visionary Tim Wise, a
world-renowned lecturer
and author on institutional
racism.
Venus Jones, assistant
coordinator of Multicultural Affairs brought
greetings from Eckerd

Boe Norwood
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

College, and Deputy
Mayor Kanika Tomalin
was on hand to present
Wise with the key to the
city.
Described as “the
white guy who gets it,”
Wise is well known for his
regular appearances on
CNN and MSNBC discussing issues of race. He
also has lectured at over
See STAND, pages 4

Hats Off to service
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. welcomed guests
to their “Hats Off to You”
Luncheon fundraiser Sat.,
April 18, at the Marriott
St. Petersburg-Clearwater Hotel.
The tradition of this
service recognition event
is always punctuated by
elegant hats worn by
Delta women and audience members. The hatstudded event recognized
four organizations for

their services to the St.
Petersburg community
and beyond.
Recognized for physical and mental health,
Boley Centers, Inc. was
established in 1970. They
are a private, not-for-profit
organization serving individuals with mental disabilities, individuals who
are homeless, veterans
and youth in Pinellas,
Hillsborough, Manatee,
Pasco and Sarasota Counties.
Urban Development
Solutions (UDS) was
See HATS, page 6

“Hats Off to You” Luncheon raised funds for
scholarships and community service projects.

ST. PETERSBURG —
To reflect its status as an institute of higher learning,
Pinellas Technical Educational Center was officially
re-dedicated as Pinellas
Technical College (PTC)
last Thurs., April 23, in a
ceremony held on the St.
Petersburg campus.
Attending the event—
which featured the unveiling of a plaque inscribed
with the center’s new
name—were many community leaders including President and CEO of the
Pinellas County Urban
League Watson Haynes;
Chris Steinocher, President
and CEO of St. Petersburg
area Chamber of Commerce; School Board member René Flowers and
Deputy Mayor Kanika
Tomalin.
The festive ceremony
included the presentation of
colors by the Gibbs High
School JROTC, a delicious
lunch prepared by the PTC
culinary program students
and John Hopkins Middle
School steel drum band
provided musical entertainment.
“Let me thank the
school board for moving
See PTC, page 8
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

The world has lost its God conscience
Praise the Lord Saints.
It’s incredibly amazing to me how the
world can think that they can just completely change everything God put in
place and think that everyone has to accept it INCLUDING God.
The world has lost its God conscience. They don’t believe God IS who
He said He is and that He will do what He
said He would with regards to sin, unrighteousness, ungodliness, and wickedness. Notice I didn’t say it was wrong
what they do, these are just the terms I
chose to use because they are the ones
Jesus use.
Some say that God made a mistake
and gave them the wrong body parts;
some say that God wasn’t clear enough
on the marriage thing so they want the
Supreme Court to decide; some men of
God say God only told them to preach on
one particular subject matter and the rest
well, that’s for some other preacher.
You have to laugh sometimes, but believe it or not, God gave us the prophecy
that this was going to happen. It’s just
that some of us forgot about it.
Here are the scriptures God gave me
and I used to preach and teach on this
past Sunday.
This should give you the peace of
mind and clarity so that you don’t continue to try to make sense of it.
2 Thessalonians 2 English Standard Version (ESV)
2 Now concerning the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered
together to him, we ask you, brothers,[a]
2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or
alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken
word, or a letter seeming to be from us,
to the effect that the day of the Lord has
come. 3 Let no one deceive you in any
way. For that day will not come, unless
the rebellion comes first, and the man of
lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,… 9 The coming of the lawless
one is by the activity of Satan with all
power and false signs and wonders, 10
and with all wicked deception for those
who are perishing, because they refused
to love the truth and so be saved. 11
Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is
false, 12 in order that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but
had pleasure in unrighteousness.
1 Timothy 4 English Standard Version
(ESV)
4 Now the Spirit expressly says that in
later times some will depart from the
faith by devoting themselves to deceitful
spirits and teachings of demons, 2
through the insincerity of liars whose
consciences are seared.
Luke 8 English Standard Version
(ESV)

4 And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town
came to him, he said in a parable, 5 “A
sower went out to sow his seed. And as
he sowed, some fell along the path and
was trampled underfoot, and the birds of
the air devoured it. 6 And some fell on the
rock, and as it grew up, it withered away,
because it had no moisture. 7 And some
fell among thorns, and the thorns grew
up with it and choked it. 8 And some fell
into good soil and grew and yielded a
hundredfold.” As he said these things, he
called out, “He who has ears to hear, let
him hear.”9 And when his disciples asked
him what this parable meant, 10 he said,
“To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that ‘seeing
they may not see, and hearing they may
not understand.’
11 Now the parable is this: The seed
is the word of God. 12 The ones along the
path are those who have heard; then the
devil comes and takes away the word
from their hearts, so that they may not
believe and be saved. 13 And the ones on
the rock are those who, when they hear
the word, receive it with joy. But these
have no root; they believe for a while, and
in time of testing fall away. 14 And as for
what fell among the thorns, they are
those who hear, but as they go on their
way they are choked by the cares and
riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit
does not mature. 15 As for that in the
good soil, they are those who, hearing
the word, hold it fast in an honest and
good heart, and bear fruit with patience.
Once I finished preaching this message it became Claritin clear that this is
just prophecy being fulfilled and while it’s
a sad thing understand this last passage;
Revelation 22 English Standard
Version (ESV)
10 And he said to me, “Do not seal up
the words of the prophecy of this book,
for the time is near. 11 Let the evildoer
still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy,
and the righteous still do right, and the
holy still be holy.” 12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with
me, to repay each one for what he has
done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the first and the last, the beginning and
the end.”
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Rob Harrison, PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison
Chaplain - Southern Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
The Apostolic Open Door Church of
God & True Holiness - 2800 41st Ave. N,
St. Pete
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it right this time! The foundation to
the development and implementation
of a successful redevelopment plan
for Midtown has to be grounded in
the development of a strategic action
plan that encompasses the following
core components:
• A strategic action plan with
short, midterm and long term measurable outcomes that when completed they are tied directly to
outcomes that impact the residents
and Midtown quality of life
• A strategic action plan that
identifies an estimated number of
Midtown residents and businesses
that could be potentially impacted by
the CRA strategic action plan
• A strategic action plan that has
clearly defined priorities
• Transparency defined as a
process by which city staff and the
CRA advisory committee members
establish a process that affords an
opportunity for the residents and
business owners of Midtown to be
actively engaged in the development
of the strategic action plan
• A strategic action plan that is
formatted in a way that Midtown residents, business owners and the general public can understand
• A strategic action plan that
clearly delineates what public monies
are being used, i.e. TIF, grants, private funding, etc.?
Churches, Greek organizations,
social clubs, class reunion organizations, postal organizations, young,
old, retirees, working folks, families,
and business owners — history and
the bible has taught that a man that
does not work, does not eat. ( 2 Thessalonians 3:10!)
If this plan and the execution of
this plan do not generate tangible
outcomes aimed at improving the
quality of life for the residents and
business owners within Midtown, we
have no one to blame but ourselves.
This is a plan that requires work
and long-term commitment! There
are opportunists lined up at the
trough waiting and watching for the
crumbs to fall because they are
counting on us remaining idle! No
one, no matter how well intended, is
going to do more for us than we are
willing to do for ourselves!
Maria L. Scruggs

is distributed in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor





 





 





Dear editor,
In June 2013, the St. Petersburg
City Council passed resolution 2012416 a community redevelopment
plan aimed at improving the blighted
conditions within my neighborhood,
“aka” Midtown. Once again I am excited about the potential of public
funds being used to aide in improving the quality of life in Midtown, just
as public funds have been utilized to
spark real economic development in
downtown and other St. Petersburg
neighborhoods.
My excitement is somewhat tempered as a result of the 20 plus previous
projects
or
economic
development strategies aimed at improving the quality of life for residents and business owners within
Midtown, which have occurred between 1999 and 2012.
Yet, a 2013 poverty study commissioned by the Pinellas County
Board of County Commissioners report that the poverty rate in “south”
St. Petersburg is among one of five
high risk zones within in the county
where the poverty rates in those
areas are higher than the poverty
rate within the entire county.
At last count, the total amount of
public dollars estimated to have already been spent in Midtown comes
in roughly at $207 million dollars between 1999 and 2012. I am certain
there are those who look at those
numbers and ask how could $207
million dollars be invested in Midtown and the county still be able to
publish a poverty study that pretty
much tells the same story about the
quality of life in the area after millions of public dollar being poured
into it.
While there are those that question how could that be, my response
is simple: follow the money.
While an estimated $207 million
public dollars may have been invested into Midtown, that doesn’t
translate into there being attached to
those expenditures some type of
strategic plan aimed at targeting very
complex socioeconomic issues that
disproportionately impact the residents and business of Midtown.
Most often those investments
were tied to politically inspired projects and shovel ready projects that
just happened to be in Midtown.
There usually was a benefit, for example major public incentives that resulted in minimal risks for the
individuals or corporations investing
in Midtown.
While this may be one of the
strategies of economic development,
public officials and the community
must ensure that any investments
handed out in the CRA process is
tied directly to the benefit of Midtown residents and business owners.
However, because our Father in
Heaven is a forgiving God, public officials, the Midtown residents, business owners and other stakeholders
have yet another opportunity to get
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Foodies connected by food, fun and
ice cream
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Frank Whalen and Melissa
Wilson met at Bed, Bath
and Beyond, and it was
love at first sight. Now
seven years later, the flame
is still burning.
Whalen is from Maryland but grew up in our nation’s capital, and Wilson is
from New York. They
both moved to Florida approximately eight years
ago. For her, the intrigue
of the sun shining during
the winter months was too
much to pass up. He transferred with his job at Bed,
Bath and Beyond, and
their paths would cross six
months later.
“I love Florida,” said
Wilson, I love the laid back
atmosphere. You can be
who you are without reservation. You don’t have to
wear the latest and greatest. The beach is awesome
and you can enjoy it in the
winter. Now I must say
being a city girl from New
York, I find it challenging
to find people who operate
in urgency. Maybe it’s the
multi-tasking or maybe the
people are just very patient. It’s just different.”
The couple’s uniqueness and similarities drew
them to each other.
Whalen is a store manager
and Wilson is an assistant
manager. He likes seafood;
she’s a meat and potatoes
kind of girl. His relaxing
activity is video gaming,
and she enjoys writing.
They both are self-proclaimed foodies, which are
people keenly interested in

Melissa Wilson and Frank Whalen
food, especially in eating or
cooking. So they spend
time together making
gourmet dishes, fun kind
of meals and innovative
discoveries with food.
“We enjoy exploring
the wonderfulness of life,”
said Wilson. “We like having fun with each other
and making each other
laugh. We may look different on the outside, but our
heart is one on the inside.”
Being an interracial
couple has its challenges
and benefits according to
Whalen. They have experienced going into a store together and placing items
on the counter and the
salesperson asking if they
were paying separately.
The two find humor in the
situation.
On the other side of the
coin, when Wilson made
arrangements for the
phone to be turned on
their new apartment, the
phone company insisted
on charging her fees.
When he made the
arrangements, all the fees

were waived. They both
laugh again and used the
favor to their advantage.
“We did not experience
racism until coming to
Florida,” said Whalen,
while Wilson nodded her
head in agreement. “Although, we were not together, we noticed that
interracial couples were
very common in the
north.”
What they also noticed
was that the people in the
South were very friendly
and the lure of the sandy
beaches keeps them in
Florida—it’s a tradeoff. Remember, the Sunshine
State is still the Deep
South.
With the intrigue of the
sun shining during the
winter months and the relaxed atmosphere, when
it’s all said and done, the
foodies choose each other.
They will keep preparing
tasty meals in the warm
Florida sun and eating ice
cream on the white sandy
beaches. It’s how they stay
connected.

In memoriam
Reverend Sallie Mae
Pelt was born January 20,
1924, in Live Oak, Fla. to
the late William Harrison
and Mamie Head.
She was a graduate of
Douglas High School, and
was employed with the
Pinellas County School System, retiring in 1983.
She began her ministry
in 1985 at Stewart-Isom
Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal
Church and was ordained
on April 18, 1993. She
served as Pastoral Assistant at New Faith Free
Methodist Church since its
inception in 1991.
Rev. Pelt departed this
life on Tuesday, May 6,

2014. She was preceded in
death by her daughter,
Nora Thomas.
She leaves to cherish
her memories her son,
Samuel Johnson of Palm
Coast, Fla.; daughters
Mary Church of St. Pete
and Elizabeth Roberson of

Ft. Myers, Fla., and a loving
a devoted granddaughter,
Olivia Johnson. Along with
siblings Pearlie Mae Perry,
William Head, both of Jacksonville, Norris Head of
Tampa, General Head of
Century, Fla., and Benjamin Head of Live Oak,
Fla., who cherish their
memories of her daily.
Also left behind are 17
grandchildren, 35 greatgrandchildren, two greatgreat
grandchildren,
special friend Ada Watson
and a host of niece,
nephews, cousins and
friends.
Rev. Sallie Mae Pelt was
interred at Royal Palm
Cemetery North.

Celebrating with everybody’s
Uncle Johnny
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

George Lyons is as friendly as they come. He meets no strangers and he has a
heart of gold. He has a passion for cooking therefore he feeds many. He has known
the street way of life, so he has compassion for young men who make bad decisions.
He is grateful for where he is in life, therefore, his words are as a seasoned counselor. He is everybody’s “Uncle Johnny.”
He’s that guy that you can count on and he has good advice. Uncle Johnny is
one of those people that you rearrange your schedule just to come and be a part of
celebrating with him because that is what he would do for you.
Even at 65 years young, he stills serves in his church, attends athletic events for
his nieces, takes neighbors to appointments and the list goes on. He’s everybody’s
Uncle Johnny. Family and friends gathered at Sylvia’s Restaurant to have a few
laughs and celebrate Uncle Johnny.
“I want to thank all of you for coming to see me today,” said Uncle Johnny. “This
really means a lot to me. I’m serious, it really does.” Here are a few captured moments from the gathering.

(Right) Elaine,
Atty. Bridgette Lester
(niece)
and son, George, Jr.

National Day of Pray next Thursday
From PRAYER page 1

Many pastors will be
present at the gathering
and Murphy said the
prayers will go out not only
for the nation but for several people and communities in general.
“We pray for, of course,
our nation,” he explained, “our president,
elected officials, we pray for
our community, our family, our youth.”
He believes that prayer
does change things and
helps us to get through
tough times as well as appreciate our good times,

Good news

and expects some of the
prayers to touch upon
areas of concern in the nation’s current state of affairs today, such as the civil
unrest plaguing Baltimore.
“One of the things that
we’ve been bombarded with
is the relationship or lack of
the relationship between law
enforcement and AfricanAmerican communities,”
Murphy said. “Certainly that
is an area that should be
touched upon.”
Murphy feels that in the
many different denominations, there is the common

denominator of prayer.
“We’re trying to bring a
community, a city, a county
together and to pray at all
levels of political government as well as in the secular corporate business
communities, and families
and so forth,” he attested. “We just believe in
the power of prayer and
hope that it can help us
in our course of life.”
See ad on page 5.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

(Left) Atty. Tamara Felton-Howard
with daughter, Leah Dudley
and Ke’Ara Clayton.

(Right)
George “Uncle Johnny” Lyons, Sr.

(Below)
The joy of the celebration!





Recently you have heard my cry
out for help to save our inner-city
youth, aka, Little League Baseball victims. I’ve been protesting against Little
League Baseball and its structured
hate towards black kids.
Well, Sat., April 18 at the 13th Avenue Dream Center in Bradenton, my
Little League Baseball victims, The
Childs Park Black Sox, played their
first two baseball games against a Sarasota and Bradenton team. We had lots
of fun!
We are now waiting to schedule
both teams to come to St. Petersburg
on our turf for a RBI, “Reviving Baseball in Inner-cities” vs. RNBI, Reviving
Negro Baseball in Inner-cities Double

Header against the Childs Park Black
Sox at the Childs Park Field at 4300
13th Ave. S.
I am calling upon all Tampa Bay
baseball fans to show your love and support the Childs Park Black Sox Youth
Baseball Team and buy a uniform for a
Childs Park baseball player for $100.
A special you thanks you goes out
to District 1 City Councilmember Charlie Gerdes, whom I recently spoken
with during a recent city council open
forum. He promised there are more
youth baseball games to be played
against the Childs Park Black Sox in
the future.
I truly hope that other baseball
coaches do the right thing also.

(Above)
Keith Lockett,
family friend

(Left)
The birthday
celebration at
Sylvia’s
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‘The white guy who gets it’
From STAND, page 1

800 colleges and high
school campuses on race in
education, religion and the
labor market.
“I’m not above using my
privilege for the sake of addressing the system and
trying to change it,” said
Wise recognizing that as a
white male he is part of the
demographic consistently
seeming to get a leg up in
the world.
Whether you love him,
hate him or are indifferent
to his message, Wise
makes a valid point when
he states the real evidence
of racism being stamped
out in a community will be
when a woman, or more so
a “woman of color,” is able
to convey the same type of
message he is selling and
be taken as serious as the
world takes him.
“I appreciate everyone
who is willing and excited
to come hear this white guy
talk about race and racism,”
he said, “but until that moment we are not free and
we continue to have work
to do.”
In order to embark on a
true stand against racism,
Wise believes first racism
itself needs to be defined
and agreed upon. For him,
the concept is relatively
easy and he believes the
phrase standing against
racism is one that few people are going to outwardly
disagree on. But what he
questions is if everyone is
truly speaking the same
language when dealing
with issues of race.
“Are we really talking
about the same thing,” he
asked revealing that a few
things have to be done in
order for true racial discussions to have any affect.
“You might think we all
are on the same page as to
what racism is, that’s not
true,” Wise said. “If I ask a
thousand people, I’m going
to get quite a few different
answers.”
So Wise, a six time author of anti-racism books
such as “White Like Me:

Reflections on Race from a
Privileged Son and Dear
White America: Letter to a
New Minority,” broke
down the topic in three definable ways.
To start he proposed
that racism is principally
structural, systemic and institutional, not individual
and interpersonal, stating
that at times activists talk of
fighting and challenging
racism with the expectation
of acknowledgement or applause for standing up
against bigotry.
“It doesn’t’ take any
guts to say the Klan or the
Nazi’s are wrong,” Wise
said explaining that virtually everyone is willing to
acknowledge how wrong
that is. Instead he argues
that structural and institutional racism has a much
bigger impact on the life
choices and viewpoints of
others.
For instance, he referred to a New York Times
article a few years back
speaking on the post-recession economy calling attention to the fact that some
socioeconomic groups, a
large proportion of them
African American, are still
suffering now and were
suffering long before it hit
the white suburbs.
“Communities of color
have been at a recession
level virtually year in and
year out, decade in and
decade out,” said Wise,
“and nobody called for a job
or stimulus bill to deal with
their recession until it hit
white dudes, then all of a
sudden we had an economic crisis.”
Institutional racism, according to Wise, can also
be found in half the new
jobs being filled today.
Again quoting the New York
Times, Wise stated that although qualified applicants
exist, jobs are being given
away all according to who
you know. Although networking has existed for
centuries and is not addressed in any civil rights






laws, Wise contends that
this practice fills the best
jobs, “overwhelmingly with
those who are white, male,
affluent and who went to
the right colleges.”
He went on to talk about
his views on the inequalities in education between
the poor, who he states are
disproportionately black
compared to their white
counterparts. The American practice of unstandardized curriculum, teacher
training and resources differing from school to
school, county to county,
state to state doesn’t make
much sense to Wise if all
students in the nation are
compared on a standardized test.
As far as policing, Wise
suggested in lieu of focusing on a handful of officers,
racism in America could be
dealt with systematically to
strengthen law enforcement and how officers and
the communities they
serve perceive each other.
“If all we do is deal with
the individual officers that
have a problem with
racism, we will never solve
this,” said Wise who aims
to break the cycle of law enforcement viewing entire
communities as their
enemy.
Next, Wise proposed
that institutional inequality
does indeed have an impact
on individual perceptions,
rewriting the old saying—
you need to be taught how
to hate—and instead suggesting the system itself affects every racial group in
America and that as individuals we feed back into the
system of hate and distrust
forming a never ending circle of racial tension.
“The one thing that
we’ve all been taught is that
in this country they can
make it if they are just willing to try hard enough,”
said Wise who admits to
giving his own children the
cold, hard facts about how
the system really works
and not just a glorified out-

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

  


 




Gwen Reese answering questions with Tim Wise.

look on how he wants it to
actually be.
“They can see the inequality that is all around
them,” he continued stating
that children are well aware
at a young age just through
observation that some sections are disproportionately
black or white, rich or poor.
“They default to conclusions that are fundamentally racist, sexist and
classes. They default to an
idea that the folks on the
bottom must have something fundamentally wrong
with them.”
Wise’s final step in combating racism is in all races
acknowledging the leg ups

they have received whether
it is due to their color, gender or the family they were
born into.
“The reason you are listening to me tonight has
everything to do with unearned help that I have received along the way,” said
Wise as he went into a
lengthy list of circumstances that led him into attending a highly regarded
school and meeting the
right people who would
later help him launch a successful career.
“This is conditioned in
all of us and until we decide
that we’re going to liberate
ourselves, none of us at all

will be free,” he finished to
applause.
Wise closed out the
evening by answering questions from the audience
along with moderator
Gwen Reese, which you
can view by subscribing to
our YouTube channel, The
Weekly Challenger News.
You can also follow Tim
Wise on Facebook or
check out his new book titled “Under the Affluence:
Shaming the Poor, Praising
the Rich, and Jeopardizing
the Future of America.”
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Raising concerns about racial disparities in the schools
ST. PETERSBURG –
Tropicana Field was filled
with nearly 3,000 citizens
raising concerns about the
high numbers of out-ofschool suspensions in
some Pinellas County
schools and the disproportionate number of suspensions
given
to
African-American students.
Rev. Dr. Manuel Sykes
from Bethel Community
Baptist Church lead the
conversation surrounded
by Rev. Frank Peterman of
the Rock of Jesus Baptist
Church, Rev. Robert Ward
from Mt. Moriah Baptist
Church, Rev. Clark Hazley
from Mt. Pilgrim Baptist
church and other community leaders.
They spoke to empty
chairs, for only one school
board member showed up
to the Trop Monday night.
School Board member
Linda Lerner was the only
one who decided to attend
the gathering and clergy
members were disappointed by her responses to
their concerns.
Rev. Sykes announced
that School Board members Rene Flowers, Terry
Krasner and Ken Peluso
had all been confirmed to
attend but changed their
mind once they saw the
questions they would be
asked. School Board members Peggy O’Shea and
Janet Clark did not respond
to the invitation, and Carol
Cook informed that she had
a previous engagement.
Last year, Pinellas
County gave out over
18,000 out-of-school suspensions. African-American
students received 66 percent of these suspensions,
although they make up
only 19 percent of the student body.
Those gathered asked
school board members to
make discipline policies
fair in the district by putting a Matrix in the Student
Code of Conduct. A Matrix
is a clear chart listing a variety of repercussions that
are appropriate for differ-

ent offenses. Matrixes
focus on alternatives to outof-school suspension and
arrest that can be used.
The Federal Department of Education and
many national non-profit
groups have suggested the
use of Behavior Matrixes to
address racial disparities in
discipline practices. At least
15 counties in Florida have
already implemented Matrixes. Broward’s Matrix
came as a result of a lawsuit
brought by the NAACP.
Since implementing their
Matrix, Broward has seen a
36 percent drop in suspensions.
School Board Member
Lerner said she would not
support putting a Matrix in
the Pinellas Code of Conduct because she wants administrators
to
have
discretion in how they respond to discipline problems.
Rev. Sykes pointed out
that a Matrix still gives administrators flexibility but
that blanket discretion has
been shown to create racial
disparities.
However,
Lerner’s answer remained
“No,” much to the disappointment of the citizens
gathered.
“It’s hard to understand
why the school board
wouldn’t approve of a matrix when there is such disparity as it relates to
minority students and outof-school suspensions. In
light of what is happening
nationwide, you’d think it
would be a no-brainer,” said
Rev. Peterman, former Department of Juvenile Justice secretary.
Clergy members acknowledged that there has

been a positive step forward in the reduction of
school-based arrests based
on the collaborative agreement and asked school
board members to add the
language from the collaborative agreement to the student code of conduct
clarifying that alternatives
to arrest should be used for
nonviolent misdemeanors.
Again, Lerner gave an
unwavering “No.”
“I am still perplexed by
the school board’s unwillingness to do such a simple
thing to address such a serious problem,” said Rev.
Ward.
The 3,000 clergy and
residents present Monday
night work together in the
Pinellas Justice Ministry
known as FAST: Faith and
Action for Strength Together. Mayor Rick Kriseman of St. Petersburg and
city council were present to
commit to ensure that exoffenders and disadvantaged workers get hired on
city construction projects.
Pinellas County Sheriff
Bob Gualtieri, Police Chief
Anthony Holloway of St. Petersburg and Clearwater
Chief of Police Daniel
Slaughter were present to
be applauded and make
commitments regarding reducing youth arrests.
Clergy
ended
the
evening with a plea to those
present to urge their congregation members to sign
a petition supporting the
needed for more clear and
consistent discipline policies in the Pinellas County
school district.
For more information,
please call the FAST Office
(727) 823-9197.

Percent of children given out-of-school
suspension in the 2013-14 school year:
Campbell Park .................................21%
Fairmont Park .................................26%
Lakewood Elementary ...................22%

Maximo ............................................20%
Melrose ............................................32%
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘Hats Off to You’ Luncheon
From HATS page 1

recognized for economic
development. Founded in
2003, they completed their
flagship project in 2005, the
47,000 square-foot Tangerine Plaza Shopping Center,
anchored now by Walmart.
UDS is one of the few
developers in the nation
who has won multiple consecutive awards of specialized “social equity” funding
sources, including Community Economic Development Grants, Affordable
Housing Program financing and Low Income Housing Tax Credits.
Recognized for their international
awareness,
Haitian Mission Par La Foi
was founded 2008 by Marlene Berthelot and Reverend Marie Jessie Pierre.
They began the mission
with the objective to organize support and help
the children of Haiti.
Haitian Mission Par La
Foi is a not-for-profit humanitarian organization
dedicated to bettering the
lives of impoverished children, men and women in
Haiti and in the United
States. They are a faithbased mission that offers
spiritual guidance, education, health care, literacy
and vocational training.
Last but not least, the
Deltas recognized R’ Club
Child Care, Inc. for educational development. Incorporated as a not-for-profit
organization in 1976, they
responded to the need for
high quality, accessible and
affordable school age childcare and established the

first cooperative community programs in Pinellas
County.
R’Club programs emphasize the importance of
the “four Rs” – Respect, Responsibility, Resourcefulness and Responsiveness to
the needs of others. They
provide extended learning
opportunities, tutoring by
certified teachers, homework assistance and an
overall enhancement to
each child’s academic experience.
Guest wore their finest
hats while being entertained by saxophonist Carmena
Fennell
and
inspirational dancer Ashley
Mitchell. The “All you need
and more” basket, valued at
over $500, and the currency hat made out of dollar bills were among the
raffled items.
The hat show began
with models strutting their
stuff to the theme to “Mission Impossible” wearing
hats from Hats of Elegance
(Carolyn Riggins, hat designer) and I & M Classy
Hats Plus More, owned
Michelle Holmes and Isay
Gulley).
Chapter President Ruby
Griffin thanked the community for their continued
support in efforts to transform lives and empower
the community. The event
chair was Anita Lewis and
event co-chair was Janice
White.
Hats Off to You Luncheon proceeds benefit local
scholarships and community service projects.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
New name, same great institute
From PTC, page 1

forward with making this
institution an institution we
always knew it could be,”
Haynes said.
He noted that he was
happy to see that an evergrowing number of students who are following the
path of vocational training
are turning to PTC. Noting
the relatively recent resurgence of interest in the college, and lauded the efforts
of PTC Director Boe Norwood.
“Who can better lead
this organization than a
man who has been at the
helm before he was announced and has brought
back to PTC this community, none other than the
person we’ve supported,
and that’s Boe Norwood.
Boe has really engaged the
community,” Haynes said to
applause, “and we feel we
are a part of this facility.”
Steinocher told the
crowd on hand that those at
the St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce are working with the entire city on
an economic development
effort.
“These are the kind of
jobs we are recruiting into
our entire community,” he
said, referring to the career
training that PTC programs
offer.
Darlina Herring, executive aide to Pinellas County
Commissioner Kenneth T.
Welch, read a county
proclamation from the
Pinellas Board of County
Commissioners expressing
congratulations upon the
renaming of the institution.
“‘Special appreciation to
Boe Norwood and Carl
Lavender for their untiring

service in seeing this
dream become a reality,’”
Herring read. “‘Our students have been given additional
tools
for
empowerment and life’s
success with the programs
of PTC.’”
Tomalin talked about
the “boom” St. Pete is experiencing—from the new
movie theater on the west
side of town to the buildings
that dot the downtown skyline. The students who
come here to learn trades,
gain skills and secure an education are the employers
of tomorrow who are building a wonderful St. Petersburg, she enthused.
“Mayor [Rick] Kriseman and I talk a lot about investing not only in places,
but in the people who occupy those places and this
college will help people
build those places,” the
deputy mayor said. “And we
are so very proud of that.
We are committed to creating jobs and creating opportunity.”
Flowers took the time to
laud the programs and opportunities that PTC provides and said the “future is
in the name.”
“This place where you
stand captures the future
for so many people,” she
told the assembled crowd.
“At one point, it was the
place where so many people could only afford to
come because the financial
distribution of wealth wasn’t
such that they could go to a
four year institution of
learning.”
She stressed the strong
part the college’s administration plays and the impor-

tance of PTC’s role in the
community.
“You have individuals
here who see to not only
their educational needs,”
Flowers said, “but they also
see to their social needs.
And that is why it is so important that everyone in
this community that has an
outside social service
agency, that if you have not
paid a visit to this institution
that you do so.”
Pinellas County Schools
Deputy Superintendent Dr.
William Corbett offered a
personal anecdote, explaining that when he was hired
by Pinellas County schools
to be a horticulture teacher
25 years ago, he had to sign
up for the Training Vocational Teachers program at
Pinellas Vocational Technical Institute. He noted that
a couple of years later the
word “vocational” started to
take on a negative connotation in the community, and
it became Pinellas Technical Education Center.
“In current times, there
is a strong recognition that
the work that is done in this
institution rivals the work
that has been done in other
colleges,” Corbett said.
“Therefore the time has
come where it is appropriate to name this institution
what it is, which is Pinellas
Technical College. Regardless of what it’s been called
over the years, its mission
has remained the same and
that was to provide the
training that our students
needed so they can move
forward in their careers.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Pinellas Technical College,
St. Petersburg Campus Timeline
1967 – St. Petersburg campus, originally called the Manpower
Development Training Center, was located at Bayboro
Harbor and was moved to the vacated Gibbs Junior
College Campus and renamed City Center for Learning
1977 – Moved to current facility and renamed St. Petersburg
Vocational Technical Institute
1990 – Renamed Pinellas Technical Education Center
2014 – The Pinellas County School Board voted to change the
name to Pinellas Technical College
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Mary Landis Jones Turner: A life to celebrate
BY EMMA C. CAVIN
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Earlier this month, Mary
Landis Jones Turner was
one of four members honored by the St. Petersburg
chapter of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, Inc. for service to
the organization and the
community. She was celebrated for a special honor
that no one else in the local
chapter could ever achieve.
Turner is a charter
member of the sorority.
Sixty years ago, she and
seven other ladies formed
the St. Petersburg chapter,
assisted by the local chapter
of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, whose membership included Attorney Fred
Minnis, Fred Burney and
Louis D. Brown, Sr.
Today, she is the only
charter member who is still
actively engaged in sorority
projects and community
service. Inez Hayward, the
other living charter member, moved away years ago.
Turner, née Landis was
born in Oxford, N. C., just
two years after her brother,
who was one of her closest
friends until his death a few
years ago. Afraid of nothing,
she learned to play whatever
games her brother learned
to play and went fishing,
hunting and playing with the
farm animals, just as he did.
As she recalled, she was
seen as a real “tom boy.”
That all changed when she
went to the upper grades at
her school. Much more time
was spent studying than
playing. Thus, she became a
very serious student. Also

at that time, she and her
brother received a new baby
sister.
The Presbyterian school,
which she attended, served
the local children who
walked through snow and
ice in the fall and winter or
sweltering heat and rain during warmer seasons, but it
also served as a boarding
school for many who lived
farther away.
“We walked through it
all. I was never silly enough
to walk any long distance by
myself because it was too
dangerous, but all of us who
lived in the neighborhood
walked to school and church
together,” said Turner.
She explained that her
principal was also her
church pastor. He knew
everyone in the community
and chances for misbehaving were very slim. Of
course, her dad would never
have allowed them to misbehave. “He was not a talker,
but when he did say something, everybody listened.
My childhood was quite a
happy one,” she revealed.
Always cooperative in
spirit, Turner joined friends,
classmates, neighbors and
family in fieldwork when
needed. School money was
earned harvesting tobacco
during
the
summers.
Whether working as a
bundler who tied the bundles of tobacco on the sticks
to dry, or the person who operated the conveyor belt to
move the finished bundles
to the warehouse, she was a
splendid worker.
No matter how hard it
was, she was always applauded for excellent work.

She knew that she never
wanted to have to redo anything, so she worked to do
well on all work assigned to
her. After all, her father had
always said that for any job,
a person should, “do it well,
or not at all.”
Fayetteville
State
Teacher’s College was the
choice for Turner’s undergraduate studies, but after
two years, she transferred to
North Carolina Agriculture
and Technical College in
Greensboro. She graduated
in 1947 with a bachelor’s degree in art and social studies. She went on to North
Carolina Central in Durham
for a master’s in Library Science.
Her first job as a teacher
was at Kittrell Junior College
in Kittrell, N.C. Since she
wanted to live in a more
urban area than Kittrell offered, she later took a parttime job in Oxford, her
hometown, teaching military veterans while she
searched for the right job.
Through a teacher placement service, she was offered a job at Gibbs High
School here in St. Pete, a
place she had never been.
On the train ride from
North Carolina to Florida,
Turner met Ernest Ponder,
who was already a teacher at
Gibbs High School. Ponder
was returning from summer
studies in New York. He
and his family embraced the
new teacher, helped her to
get settled and introduced
her to many who became
lifelong friends.
Renting a room from
Juanita Johnson meant that
she was always engaged in



 

        
  

          
 
   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  




      
        
    
   




    




         
   
   

social activities. “There was
never a dull moment,”
Turner noted.
At the Gibbs High
School faculty Christmas
party, she met her first husband, Altha “Tubby” Jones.
Jones pulled her name for
the gift exchange. What he
gave her was a bottle of a
very exotic and expensive
perfume.
She was so impressed
with his good taste that she
readily accepted his invitation to have dinner with him
during the Christmas holidays. That first date led to
many more, and by the end
of the school year in 1951,
they were married. A year
later, their son Bernard was
born.
Her job could not be
held while on maternity
leave because she had only
worked two years at Gibbs,
so she had to resign. Turner
worked in Ft. Lauderdale for
three years before there was
another opening at Gibbs.
After 13 years, she was
transferred to Boca Ciega to
facilitate the integration
process. She taught there
for 18 years. Whether working in the classroom as an
art teacher or as a librarian,
she enjoyed her career in
education.
A time of sadness occurred in 1971, however,
when Jones died of a heart
attack.
In 1973, Turner moved
from Trinity Presbyterian to
Lakeview
Presbyterian
Church. Her ability to draw
strength from her beliefs
and her desire to serve others kept her going after the
loss of her husband. She

L-R, Daphne Lampley, Brenda Jones,
Mary Landis Jones Turner and Rod Carter
at awards gala.
served as clerk of session,
chair of the worship committee, a Stephen minister and
a member of the Care Team.
She also served on the
board of the Johnnie Ruth
Clarke Health Center, the
Board of Nurses at the Pinellas Technical College,
worked tirelessly with Operation Attack and numerous
other community programs,
including the AARP and the
St. Petersburg Chapter of
the Retired Educators Association.
Shortly after moving to
Lakeview
Presbyterian
Church, she met and married her second husband, a
fellow Presbyterian from
Trinity
Presbyterian
Church. Together she and
her new husband, Alfred
Turner, continued to work
in the church.
In 1987, he succumbed
to various complications of

diabetes. Again, Turner was
alone. Her many activities to
help others kept her from
being lonely.
For more than 12 years
now, Turner has been a
worker at the polls, in addition to working to educate
and register voters before
elections.
Many people her age
have given up on volunteering and helping others. Not
Mary! At 89 years young,
she still drives, goes walking, frequents an exercise
class, does all of her church
and community activities,
enjoys her sorority and
maintains the beautiful flowers and vines surrounding
her house.
Tuner is looking forward
to September 29 when she
will celebrate her 90th birthday with her son, her sister,
her grandchildren and her
great-grandchildren.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
‘Ain’t Misbehavin’
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

TAMPA — Stageworks
Theatre is presenting its
production of musical “Ain’t
Misbehavin’.” Erica Sutherlin, drama teacher at Gibbs
High School and professional actor, filmmaker and
screenwriter is directing
this version of the popular
Fats Waller musical.
She has a number of directing credits, notably “To
Kill a Mockingbird,” “Macbeth,” “A Streetcar named
Desire” and “The Wiz.” As
an actress she has appeared
in productions such as
“Steel Magnolias” and
“Doubt” (American Stage),
“For Colored Girls Who
Have Considered Suicide
When the Rainbow Is Enuf”
(Studio@620) and “The
Last Days of Judas Iscariot”
(Hotcity Theater Company).
Challenger: On the
Stageworks Facebook page
this show is referred to as “a
love letter to the Harlem
Renaissance.” How or why
do you feel that is true?
Sutherlin: I guess we
would have to explore what
love encompasses. Love is
all of those beautiful things
we write novels, plays and
films about but to me love is
all of those other things, the
ones we don’t care to reveal
or discuss. No one wants to
admit to being “played” by
love. As much as love is
beautiful, tender or funny, it
is rough, hard and ugly. It
can be lonely or suffering; it
can suffocate and liberate; it
can be sexy and provocative. And I feel that’s where
you find the true essence of
love, in the “nitty gritty,” so
to speak. So, yes this musical is a love letter.
Challenger: What are
some specific things about
this musical that endears it
to you?
Sutherlin: Funny thing,
when I was asked by the
artistic producer to select
the shows I was interested
in for the season, “Ain’t Misbehavin’” was my second
choice. I remember seeing
this show twice when I was
younger and I wasn’t drawn
to it at all. So, the artistic
producer said, “Okay, I
want you to do ‘Ain’t Misbehavin.’” I said to myself,
“Dang, I hate this show.”
So, as an artist, I aimed

to figure out how to create
through my obstacle. I
made myself sit down with
the music and listen; you
know, really listen to words
then listen to the composition over and over again.
I’m pretty sure my neighbors were over it. Then I
watched the Broadway version and something happened on the inside, I began
to fall in love with it...everything about it! How could I
not?
The music is so beautiful, the story, yes, the story
is fun and sad...joyous and
painful. The song “Mean to
Me”— we have all experienced love on that level.
“Honeysuckle Rose”— it
became an emotional journey through love, life and
relationship for me. And I
hope others will have that
same experience.
Also, I fell in love with
possible settings/location
of this production...we
could have kept it traditional...flashy Art Deco feel,
or very revue cabaret style,
but I saw and felt the earthy
feelings underneath this
dark juke joint hole- in-thewall-club.
I know everyone is expecting the Cotton Club,
but when I spoke to the scenic designer, Frank Chavez,
we were on the same page.
And that is always amazing!
So I’m in love with the set
and costumes (he is also
the costume designer)...it’s
the vision.
This is not as much
about the musical as it is
about my team, my camp.
Working with friends can
be successful or detrimental to any experience but I
have fabulous friends. My
design team, light designer
Megan Byrne (who is the
producing director at St. Petersburg City Theatre),
technical director
Erik
Haak, choreographer Rodney Hamilton, assistant director
Jared
O’Roark
(Executive Producer 2106
Main), sound design Karla
Hartley (artistic producer
Stageworks Theatre) and
my new friends Musical Director David Estevez. Having them by my side
through this journey means
everything to me, and it
made this musical more important because I got to create with my friends that are
brilliant at their craft.

Challenger: How do you
find directing a musical different from directing a conventional dialogue-driven
play?
Sutherlin: It’s very different. First off, there are
more components to putting together a musical than
a straight play. Think about
it, in a straight play you
have the actors plus the
blocking, and of course,
character development (but
that’s for any performance).
You have sound cues, light
cues, maybe some special
effects.
However, in a musical
you have all of that plus
dance choreography, the
musical composition, songs
and all of this is happening
simultaneously. Craziness!
Let’s not forget as the director you are juggling all of
these components and personalities at one time, trying to keep everyone on the
ship even when they
threaten to jump off, all
while you cultivate creativity and birth creation—a
production.
Challenger: Do you have
previous experience directing
musicals?
Sutherlin: I’ve been directing musicals for the
past seven years, mostly in
the Caribbean, so this is my
first time here in St. Petersburg. So you know, I’m excited and nervous. I always
feel like there is this pressure for success. It’s because I always set the bar
high in anything I do or any
project I work on.
People want me to be
successful and they support
me. I am humbled by their
support and love. Therefore, I have a duty to put my
best creative foot forward. I
want them to be satisfied.
It’s my thank you, you
know.
Challenger: Why do you

“Ain’t Misbehavin’” will run from April 30 through May 17 at
Stageworks Theatre located at 1120 E. Kennedy Blvd. in Tampa.
For ticket information call (813) 374-2416 or visitstageworkstheatre.org.
believe this show has held up
so well over the years?
Sutherlin: Because it’s
a revue type show, meaning
it’s all singing—no script.
However, there’s this great
story, these characters interact and have relationships, numerous love
triangles’ it’s funny and lovable.
Challenger: Why do you
think this particular production is well suited for such an
independent venue as Stageworks?
Sutherlin: Stageworks
is intimate; there’s no escaping, no drifting off. You

have to be all in because
everything is so up-close
and personal. They have
performed cabaret pieces
but never a full produced
musical and for them to
have selected “Ain’t Misbehavin,’” with its all AfricanAmerican cast, speaks
volumes to their desires to
create diverse art.
Challenger: The cast includes Latoya McCormick,
Tia Jemsion, Naomy Ambroise, Frank Edmondson III
and Tron Montgomery.
Sutherlin: There is
much to say about this
young cast, who are at dif-


 

ferent stages of their creative journeys and have
come together to learn 24
songs, seven dances plus
blocking and character development in 15 days, four
hours per day to be ready
for a technical rehearsal—
which is truly commendable and should be
recognized. And I am honored and blessed to have
participated and created
with this wonderful cast
and crew.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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BLAST FROM THE PAST
Blast from the past

Do you recognize the people in these photographs? If so, please give us a call at 727-896-2922.
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God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

Contact:


 



 
  

 

 
  


Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays







  

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

10:30 a.m.




 
 
 



  

Victory Christian Center Church










Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

 

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.


 
     
  
  





The Crossing Point
Empowerment Ministries
Reaching Out From
Glad Tidings Assembly of God
Church
Invites you to join Rev. Sarah Edwards
“Think Like A Woman - Act Like A Lady”
Discipleship Bible Study
Wednesdays 7 pm • Fellowship Hall – Room 2
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL. 33713
Dr. Randy Helms, Lead Pastor
727-323-5017
“They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly,
saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.” [Jeremiah 6:14]

Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.








 


 
  



 


 
   

   






  
 

 


 




  


 





  



 
 


 

 


Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.


  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
 


 


   

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

 
   
    
   
  


Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:
Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM
Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence



Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for May
May 1 - Business Meet-

ing at 7 p.m.
May 10 - Mother’s Day
May 25 - Memorial Day:
Church Office Closed
May 27-30 - Congress
No. 2 Host Church First Baptist, Sun City, FL
May 31 - 5th Sunday Mission emphasis: Operation
Love & Back to School Bash
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come

Friendship MBC
out to study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptists
Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church, “God’s House to
the City,” under the leadership of Dr. Rickey L. Houston
extend an invitation to the
community to join us as we
declare the living Word of
God. Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School and at 10:15 a.m.
worship service. Bible Study
and Teen Summit/Children
Rising are held on Wednesday evening, at 7.
We cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both individually and corporately;
and we communicate God’s
truth at every opportunity,
building a stronger congregation and community to the
Glory of God. Living out these
principles results in a kaleido-

scope of ministries for all ages
and interests. We also encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line (727)
321-9645.
The Laymen Ministry is
presenting Tony Evans “Kingdom Man” This is a study on
the principles of biblical manhood. Kingdom Man challenges and equips men to fully
understand their position
under God as well as their position over what God has
given them. The Laymen
Ministry of Bethel Metropolitan invites all men to join them
in this journey. The study is
every Tuesday at 6 pm.
The Scholarship Ministry
is preparing for The Elizabeth
Howard Scholarship Banquet

scheduled for Sat., May 23 at
6 p.m. This event helps us to
endow our graduates with
scholarships for college and
technical education. We encourage you to join us and
share in this annual event. Call
church office for additional information.
The Prayer Ministry will
be hosting the Prayer Breakfast on Sat., May 2 at 8:30. Get
up early and be fed biblically
and physically.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015” II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
A special community
choir is being formed for the
National Day of Prayer Service on May 7 at Gibbs High. If
you want to be a part of this
choir join us for rehearsal on
April 30 at 7 p.m. here at Mt.
Zion. You don’t have to be a
member of the choir or the
church to participate.
The National Day of
Prayer is Thurs., May 7. The
Seven x7 churches, and all of
South St. Pete will come together at Gibbs High School
gym at 6:30 p.m. to pray for
our city, our families and our
nation.

Sistahs Surviving Breast
Cancer and the Mt. Zion
Women’s Ministry are hosting “The Many Faces of
Mothers!” Mother’s Day
Brunch, on Sat., May 9 in the
2nd floor Dining Room. Tickets are $15 Children under 5
are FREE . Tickets are on
sale in front of the church.
Bless that special woman in
your life and join her for this
Mother’s Day Tribute.
May is the month we
honor our great Pastor, Rev.
Louis Murphy. This is the
time for us to show how
much we love, support, and
appreciate all he does for our
church and our families. Plan
to join us on Wed., May 20 at
the Pastor’s Anniversary Celebration Service and Dinner.
Please RSVP to the church office by 5/13.
Our annual Church Picnic is being planned for Sat.,

May 16 at Lake Vista Park
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. There
will be lots of food, fun, games
and fellowship. Registration is
required by May 12 so be
sure to pick up a registration
form and get ready for a good
time!
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news,
and more by following us on
Facebook, Twitter and
YouTube
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

To the community at large you are invited to come and take
this journey with us. The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
the Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Official Family and the entire Church Family extend to
you a cordial invitation to join
“THE SHIP” in fellowship at our
7:45 a.m. or the 10:45 a.m. worship service, and Sunday
Church School at 9:30 a.m. Pray
for our sick, shut-in, children,
men and women in uniform and
bereaved families.
Friendship is a warm Christian community of members,
regular attenders and friends
who are committed to embodying message of God's unconditional Love and the teachings of
Jesus Christ in the church, in
our community and in the world!
We are truly a church committed to doing “whatever it takes”
to become that “city on a hill”
that cannot be hidden! Our
weekly activities include: Every

Wednesday – Bread of Life Ministry, Noon Day Bible Study and
7 p.m. Bible Study. Know that
you have an open invitation to
join us in the Study of God's
Word.
Month of May:
May 4 – 7 p.m. Leadership
Conference - all ministry leaders
are asked to be present and on
time.
May 6 – 7 pm – Wednesday
night live service and holy communion. Pastor Evans is asking
the Adult Choir, Male Chorus
and the Third Sunday Ushers to
serve. The Family Love Fellowship will be sponsored by the
Adult Dance Ministry.
May 7 – Noon – 2 p.m. – National Day of Prayer – Sponsored by Friendship Women's
Ministry and Participating Pinellas County Churches:
Bethel Community BC,
Bethel Metropolitan MBC,
Greater Mt. Zion AME, Mt. Calvary MBC, Rock of Jesus MBC,

Southside Tabernacle BC, Travelers Rest MBC and Word of
Life Fellowship.
Need a ride to church? Call
our Transportation Ministry –
(727) 906-8300 and LEAVE
YOUR INFORMATION.
Thought for the Week:
What are you waiting on? Pray
about it.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact us
by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, 33712. Church Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
We are not “live streaming.”
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net and click on the pastor’s image at the top of the
page. Also, USTREAM
Also Visit West Coast Baptist
District Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

Easter keeps happening
Earlier this month the
greatest Christian celebration
took place all over the world.
Easter
Sunday
morning,
churches were full of believers
who worshipped and celebrated the resurrection of our
LORD. The following Sunday
is often looked at as a “downer”
due to a much lower church attendance. Regardless of how
many people attending church
on Easter Sunday or how many
less people attending the following Sundays is not an accurate measure of the reality that
Easter keeps happening!
Easter keeps happening
primarily because we keep celebrating with an attitude of
gratitude that when they crucified our LORD, the sun refused
to shine. And from the darkness, He cried: “it is finished.”
The battle was over; there be
no more wars. It was finished;
the end of the conflict – and
Jesus is LORD! The only thing
we need to do is to believe it,
receive it and renew our minds
unto it.
Sure, three days earlier our
LORD was beaten. He was
hung high, spread wide and He
died. He was buried in a borrowed tomb – but three days
later, He arose, as no grave
could hold His body down. Living He loved us, dying He
saved us, buried He carried our
sin far away and being resurrected, He freed us forever.
Most of us understand that
it wasn’t the nails that held
Jesus to the cross. It was His

love for us as He counted it all
to please the Father so that we
could be reconciled back into
the His righteousness. In return, we now have the ministr y
of reconciliation. As the Father
sent Jesus, even so He is sending us into the world systems
to make disciples of ever y nation. At our invitation, He’ll
come into our hearts and live
in us bodily. Our responsibility
is to now abide in Him!
Jesus Christ, the Word of
God came in the flesh walked
and lived among people but
they could not perceive who He
really was. They only knew
Jesus in the natural according
to the flesh. They only knew
Him as Joseph’s son and
Mar y’s baby – who by the way,
according to their limited perception, was born out of wedlock. Yet, He was the perfect
Pastoral Lamb that was slain
for the sins of the world. So
that whosoever believe on Him
accept His finished work on the
cross shall be saved.
Easter keeps happening because everyday souls are being
added into the Kingdom of
God. Easter keeps happening
because skeptics are still seeking the living among the dead.
Dead works, dead ideologies,
dead consciences, dead motives, dead churches. While
they are seeking TRUTH, He
will draw them with His love
and kindness, and show them
miracles to help their unbelief.
Once they understand He’s not
dead but alive and accept Him

as their personal Savior, they
will become believers.
Easter keep happening because now the Word of God
ceases being just “logos” and
becomes alive to them as
“rhema.” The written Word of
God, the Holy Bible, becomes
the Holy Spirit’s voice that
guides a believer into the
TRUTH that Jesus is Lord, and
that ever y name that has a
name must obey His authority.
The Bible then becomes a special revelation from God to
them individually as well as collectively as the Church.
In spite of its context, a
particular Bible verse may be
applied to their current event
or set of circumstances. A
rhema word from the Bible
may guide one on how to live
their life from day to day as
they pursue God. Chains will
be broken from their mind.
They will be set free indeed
with God’s love flowing from
their heart unto others. Easter
keeps happening because no
one who has ever tasted the
goodness of God can deny He
is alive forever more!
So you ask me how I know
He lives? I would shout it
aloud I know Jesus Christ is
alive because He lives within
my soul. I have been made
righteous, given the mind of
Jesus Christ and the promises
of Abraham’s seed. Whosoever
desire it can have it for themselves. May I ask you – how
bad do you want it?
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